
AP English Language & Composition Welcome Packet

Hello students:

I am looking forward to working with you next year in AP English 3. AP English 3 is a great class, one that 
provides wonderful learning opportunities through a wide variety of literature and writing tasks that will 
challenge you to think about things in new ways as you grow as readers and writers. In order to ensure 
your success at the start of the year you must complete these foundational lessons over the summer. 
Encompassed within lie ideas that will form the core of things that we will continue to explore and 
develop throughout the course of the year. 

Every student will need to present the copy of the class contract (attached) signed by both the student 
and the student’s parent or guardian. 

* 2019/2020 AP Language & Composition Summer Assignment*

1.   Read and annotate (See document for an example) the attached Essay What to the Slave is the 
Fourth of July by Fredrick Douglass *annotation should include all unknown words and their definition, 
Examples of rhetorical devices present in the essay (metaphor, allusion, rhetorical question, syntactical 
arrangements, etc.), use and the effectiveness of any Aristotelian Appeals, and any other thoughts and 
questions. 

2.  Answer, in your own words, the 3 following short answer questions over the essay (hand-written, 
250-500 word) 

a. In the 19th century, oratory was considered both a form of entertainment and a crucial 
element of public life. To be effective, oratory was expected to address the mind (presumably 
with information and logical arguments), as well as the imagination and heart (presumably with 
images and ideas), in order to convince the will (to take a particular action). What parts of this 
speech might have appealed to the mind and what parts to the heart?

b. When does Douglass address the audience as “you,” and when does he talk about “us” and 
“we”? How would you explain this? 

c. If most of his listeners were already abolitionists, what do you think he was trying to 
accomplish with respect to persuading them to take action?

3.  Read Alice Walker’s collection In Search of our Mother’s Gardens. As you read, consider how the 
collection is arranged and the principle themes of each section; how the metaphor of a garden extends 
through the work; and, how each part express the rich and complicated relations among literature, 
politics, and the frustrations and rewards of community and family life, as experienced by the 
black woman. 

5.  Write an essay in which you discuss the selections and themes within each section while analyzing 
how each section works together to provide a collection of self-discovery and revelation of Walker as an 
artist, women, and African-American in America. 



Your essay should be (800-1200 words), hand-written.  The essay serves two purposes: to introduce me 
to you and your writing skills and to demonstrate that you have read and understood the key issues in 
the text.  Include a clear thesis statement that advances the idea you will support in the body of your 
paper and be sure to support this with a thorough discussion backed up with evidence from the text 
(quotes).  Please turn in a polished piece of writing, an example of the best work you are capable of 
producing. That means revise it at least once.  I will note here that I am looking for a sample of YOUR 
ideas. I want to know what YOU think about the text. Therefore, steer clear of Sparknotes and other 
websites designed to do your thinking for you. This is not authentic and does me little good as I attempt 
to get to know you as a writer. Do YOUR OWN work.  Papers will be collected on the first day of class.  

What Should I bring the first day?

1. Annotated copy of the What to the Slave is the Fourth of July. (1 daily grade)
2. 3 Short Answer (1 daily Grade)
3. A physical copy of In Search of our Mother’s Gardens (1 daily grade)
4. Essay (1 test grade)
5. Signed Copy of the DHS AP Contract

*Failure to complete the assignment will initiate the process to exit you from the class. 

* Purchasing In Search of our Mother’s Gardens is the responsibility of 
the Student.

* Have a Nice Summer


